The usual advice given by the elders to the juniors is?Don't practice medicine at reduced rates, for if you do your patients will esteem you at your own valuation, and your confreres will strongly disapprove. You may practice better than they do, if you can, but not more cheaply. The advice is good, but there always have been, and always will be, a vast number who do not follow it.
But if the struggle for sufficient remuneration to make the time and money spent in obtaining a medical education a paying investment is becoming arduous in France, what must it be elsewhere ? In round numbers, France has about one person holding the diploma of doctor of medicine to each 3,000 of population, having 38,000,000 people, 12,000 physicians, and graduating about 625 medical students a-year.
Germany has about 45,000,000 people, 30,000 physicians, and graduates 935 students per year, and some of its philosophers are beginning to devise ways and means of checking the overcrowding. The United States has about 63,000,000 of population, 90,000 physicians, and graduates over 3,000 new ones every year; and, under these circumstances, it is probable that over half of them cannot pay their expenses from the results of their practice alone, if they live in Buch a manner as to make existence desirable. The deficiency must be supplied by inherited capital and from parents and friends, marrying money, or by joining some other occupation to that of the practice of medicine.
Limitation by law of the increase in the number of physicians is both undesirable and impossible. That State regulation of the amount of knowledge which must be shown before permission to practice is given does limit the number of aspirants somewhat is true ; but such regulations are not made for the benefit of the medical profession, and are only justifiable for the purpose of protecting the health and lives of the people.
There is, of course, quite another aspect of medicine from that presented by its trade side. It has been compared to the moon, one side of which is always in shadow, while the other is more or less illuminated at different times.
There are many men who have studied, and who now practice, medicine with little thought as to the money to be thu3 made, and there are a vast number who, though dependent on it for their daily bread, would not abandon it for a more lucrative occupation, because they find their greatest enjoyments in the work itself. To all such men the syndicate view of things will be more or less repugnant; nor will they be willing to join in a socialistic movement which requires them to give up a certain amount of individual liberty, and to sustain their political leaders in their efforts to obtain higher wage3.
